
 
Rainfall & WASH Update 
Normal rainfall has been received in southern and western Oromia, most parts of southern Somali, western half of Amhara, and 
Gambella and Beneshangul Gumuz Regions in the second half of October, with some areas experiencing above normal rainfall. 
Near normal rainfall was received in parts of Tigray, eastern Amhara, and other northeastern parts of the country, with below 
normal rains in some locations. As a result of the rains, the overall water trucking requirement has decreased from 78 trucks in 
the previous week to 39. Currently, 34 trucks are operating benefiting an estimated 68,000 people nationwide. Heavy rains in 
parts of eastern Somali Region (Birkot, Denan, Ferfer, Gunagado, Kebridehar, Kelafo, Maraato, and Mustahil woredas) have 
caused minor flooding. The regional Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB) has requested non-food items 
(NFIs) for some 2,225 flood-affected households. Meanwhile, assessment of the impacts of the flooding is ongoing. For more 
information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org & infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et 

Health Update 
New suspected cases of measles were reported in most zones of SNNPR in the past week, with the majority of cases recorded 
in South Omo zone. Meanwhile, the integrated measles and polio vaccination campaign has started in 17 woredas across 
Oromia Region’s Bale, Borena, Guji, and East Harerge zones. Also in Oromia, new cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) 
have declined in areas of East Harerge zone where outbreaks have previously been reported (no cases reported in West 
Harerge), and preparations for a potential AWD outbreak are ongoing in Bale zone, ahead of the upcoming religious event at 
Dire Shekhusen. Elsewhere, increasing malaria cases have been observed in Arsi and Jimma zones (Oromia), South Gonder 
zone (Amhara) and Sidama and Wolayita zones (SNNP). The malaria situation assessment conducted in Amhara from 11 to 21 
October indicates that malaria prevention and control activities are making progress: each targeted woreda has started indoor 
residual spraying in prioritized kebeles. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 

Education Update 
The impact of the drought on schools continues to be felt throughout the most affected parts of the country. For example, more 
than 3,000 children are out of school in Geladin, Warder and Boh woredas of Somali region due to the closure of eight schools, 
according to a recent assessment conducted by the sector. In Oromia Region, data collected from half of Borena zone woredas 
(Das, Dilo, Dire, Miyo and Moyale) indicates that 56 primary schools have no water sources, 53 have no latrines, and 77 have 
no school feeding program. Meanwhile, a comparison of two districts in Oromia, one in which at least one third of schools had a 
feeding program and one in which there were none, revealed that the former had a drop-out rate of 10% in 2010, while the latter 
had a drop-out rate of 43%. Some 600 people in Oromia, meanwhile, have been identified by UNICEF for the planned 
Education in Emergencies training on disaster risk reduction and psychosocial support. In Afar, the Regional Education Bureau 
has drafted a comprehensive plan to respond to needs identified in the education needs assessment conducted in drought-
affected areas last week. For more information, contact:  A.Kitchingman@savethechildren.org.uk & awesterbeek@unicef.org 

Refugee Update 
Somali Refugees: Arrivals of refugees from Somalia in the Dollo Ado area have picked up again in the past month, with 7,985 
new arrivals in October (as of 26 October), in comparison to just over 5,000 new arrivals in September. This brings the total 
number of Somali refugees that have arrived in Ethiopia since the beginning of the year to 93,300, and the total camp population 
in Dollo Ado to 133,779 refugees. The majority of the refugees are female (53%) and aged 18 to 59 years; children under 5 
account for 26% of the refugees. In view of the worsening security situation inside Somalia and along the border with Kenya, an 
increasing number of refugees are expected to arrive in Ethiopia in the coming weeks. At present, some 6,000 refugees are in 
the transit centre awaiting relocation to a camp. UNHCR is working with the Government to speed the opening of the fifth camp 
(Boramino) as the existing four camps are at or near capacity. Boramino is expected to start receiving refugees by mid-
November. Meanwhile, in Hilaweyn (the newest of the four camps in Dollo Ado, opened on 5 August), heavy rains led to flooding 
in parts of the camp, displacing some refugees, disrupting water trucking operations and increasing the risk of AWD and other 
water born disease outbreaks. In response, WASH and Health partners are developing a joint contingency plan. As of 21 
October, refugees in the Dollo Ado camps were receiving an average of 10.95 litres per person per day, which is below the 
international standard of 15 l/p/d. Sanitation also needs to be improved: at present, there are approximately twice as many 
people per latrine as the international standard advises. 

Sudanese Refugees: With fighting in Sudan’s Blue Nile State ongoing and cessation of the local rains, an increasing number of 
Sudanese are expected to arrive in Ethiopia in the coming weeks.  As previously reported, UNHCR has increased its planning 
figure for 2011 to 50,000 new arrivals from Sudan (from 35,000), and estimates that some 28,000 refugees have crossed the 
border since the beginning of September 2011. Most of these refugees (19,500) are still scattered along the border in makeshift 
shelters and/or staying with acquaintances in local communities. However, many new arrivals have also agreed to be moved to 
the Adimazin transit center established about 20 km from the border, where they can receive assistance. Since the beginning of 
September, IOM has transported more than 7,655 refugees to the camps at Tongo and Sherkole and the transit centre. The 
transit center has a capacity of 4,500 people, while Sherkole camp, which currently hosts 8,898 refugees, is beyond its capacity 
of 8,000 and Tongo is quickly reaching its maximum capacity of 3,000, UNHCR is working with the regional authorities in 
Benishangul Gumuz Region to identify a new camp site to accommodate additional refugees. UNHCR and WFP are also 
exploring ways to provide community-based assistance to refugees staying in the host community. The host community, which 
is chronically food insecure itself, has seen livelihoods eroded as a result of the refugee influx. A rapid education assessment in 
Sherkole camp indicates that while there are sufficient classroom spaces in the camp, there are insufficient school supplies, 
furniture, and latrines for the more than 2,000 registered students. Moreover, as there is no water source within the school 
compound children must use the communal tap near the school. For more information, contact: gegziabk@unhcr.org, ocha-
eth@un.org&awesterbeek@unicef.org
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